March 12, 2013

We are beginning to do what got us
into this mess to begin with, looking at
al-Qaida as a group of common crimi-
nal thugs rather than the warriors they
are. These people right here mean to
kill us all. They are at war with us. I
intend to be at war with them.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware.

———
POULTRY INDUSTRY

Mr. COONS. Madam President, seeing
the press of business here, I will be
brief. I wanted to take the opportunity
to rise and simply speak to the impor-
tance of the poultry industry, some-
thing that spreads across the Delmarva
Peninsula and is central to the State of
Maryland, State of Delaware, and
many other States in our country.

With the sequester having kicked in,
many of us who are from States that
have livestock or poultry processing
are aware of the impending and signifi-
cant negative impact on our home
States and our economies, on people’s
employment, and on their opportunity
to continue to support their families.
So I wanted to briefly speak in support
of what I know are Senator MIKULSKI'S
tireless efforts to ensure that the 6,200
meat and poultry processing plants in
this country do not get needlessly shut
down.

In the last quarter of the last cal-
endar year alone, 2.2 billion chickens
and turkeys were inspected by the
meat inspectors of the Food Safety and
Inspection Service. This poultry indus-
try, which is nationwide, provides vital
employment to the people of Delaware,
Maryland, and many other States.

Secretary Vilsack of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture estimates that fur-
loughs, if implemented, of these safety
inspectors could cost $10 billion a year
in losses and $400 million a year in lost
wages just for those directly employed.

The private sector grows and the pri-
vate sector has opportunity when Fed-
eral inspectors are a part of the total
ecosystem of poultry in this country.
We raise great turkeys, we raise great
chickens in this country. We have the
world’s leading poultry industry, but
the Food Safety and Inspection Service
is a vital part of it.

I commend Senator MIKULSKI for her
tireless effort to make sure we find
some responsible way through the se-
quester to ensure it does not needlessly
harm and put out of work the tens of
thousands of Delawareans and Mary-
landers who rely on this vital industry
for their opportunities going forward.

Madam President, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE, MILI-
TARY CONSTRUCTION AND VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND FULL-
YEAR CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2013—MOTION TO
PROCEED

Mr. REID. Madam President, I now
move to proceed to Calendar No. 21,
H.R. 933.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 21, H.R.
933, a bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of Defense, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and other departments and
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2013, and for other purposes.

Mr. REID. Madam President, we ex-
pect to adopt the motion to proceed to
this bill this afternoon and start on the
amendment process. I have spoken to
the Chair and the ranking member of
this committee, and we are anxious to
move forward and start doing some leg-
islating.

As I said this morning when I opened
the Senate, this is exemplary, the work
done with the two managers of this
bill, and we need to make sure we move
forward on it. It would be good if we
would have amendments that would be
in some way germane and relevant to
what we are doing, but we are going to
take all amendments and try to work
through them as quickly as we can. I
hope people would agree to very short
time agreements. I would hope we do
not need to table the amendments. I
hope we can move forward and set up
votes on every one of them.

———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate shall
stand in recess until 2:30 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:33 p.m.,
recessed until 2:30 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. BALDWIN).

————

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE, MILI-
TARY CONSTRUCTION AND VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND FULL-
YEAR CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2013—MOTION TO
PROCEED—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

Ms. LANDRIEU. Madam President,
as we begin our work this afternoon, I
wished to come to the floor to make a
few comments about the Homeland Se-
curity appropriations bill which is now
going to be included in the amendment
offered by Senator MIKULSKI and Sen-
ator SHELBY as part of an appropria-
tions bill coming over from the House.
This is such an important step forward,
not just for the government but for the
private sector jobs which depend on re-
liable, transparent, and appropriate
government spending, for the whole
country. We have been in gridlock and
stopped on our funding bills for months
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now. We have not been talking about
what makes Americans happy and
prosperous—smart investments in their
future and their interests.

We have been fighting about appro-
priations bills. That fight, hopefully, is
coming to an end because of the ex-
traordinary leadership of the Senator
from Maryland, Senator MIKULSKI, the
senior Senator from Maryland, and the
newly minted—mot new to the com-
mittee, a true veteran of the Appro-
priations Committee—chairwoman of
our committee. She is in an able part-
nership with Senator SHELBY of Ala-
bama, a longstanding appropriator who
understands practical politics and com-
promise is necessary to move anything
of importance through this body. I
can’t thank them and their staffs
enough for salvaging several of these
important bills.

They weren’t able to come to an
agreement on everything. I and others
are still troubled we will not see much
progress in the areas of education and
health, as much as we would like, but
that is for another day. We are going to
move forward on the sections we may
move forward together. One of those
areas is funding for homeland security,
which is a pretty big bill by Federal
Government standards. It is not the
largest, it is not the smallest, it is $42
billion. That is not chump change. It is
a significant amount of money the tax-
payers provide to us to make decisions
about their security. It funds every-
thing from Border Patrol and protec-
tion to Customs and Immigration.

It funds the Coast Guard, which is a
very important part of our operations.
We feel that directly as a coastal State
in Louisiana and are very familiar with
the needs of coastal communities. The
Coast Guard is always there.

It funds a number of other entities. I
do not want to fail to mention cyber
security, which is one of the newest,
most frightening threats to our coun-
try. This threat didn’t even exist 20
years ago. You may see the ever-evolv-
ing capacity of people who would do us
harm: not just governments that don’t
like the United States, not just groups
that don’t like the United States, but
individuals who have some bone, some
beef, some anger, and may actually act
out in unbelievable ways through the
Internet by attacking sensitive mate-
rial and data.

This is not just an attack to the gov-
ernment functions of our country, but
we have seen any number of attacks on
our private infrastructure. This is so
critical to our existence, whether it is
our water systems, our financial sys-
tems, our utility systems, our elec-
tricity systems. I could go on and on.

This is a very important responsi-
bility for the Federal Government to
step up and figure out, working with
the Department of Defense, Depart-
ment of Commerce, and the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, which I
chair. This is no insignificant matter.

On the contrary, it is not only impor-
tant for us to have the right money but
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